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Synopsis

In 1874, Henry Morton Stanley set out on an expedition into the heart of Africa.For the next three
years, he penetrated more deeply into the continent than any of his daring predecessors and aimed
to set at rest certain problems which had long confused geographers about the African interior.In
this remarkable journey Stanley along with his team travelled through regions hitherto unexplored by
Europeans, found friendship and conflict with African kings, survived through some of the most
inhospitable climates and withstood vicious diseases.lt is a remarkable account of late nineteenth
century exploration, undertaken shortly before the advent of the A¢a —EceScramble for

Africa.A¢a -4,¢Beginning in Zanzibar, Stanley explored and mapped the vast landscape of Central
Africa, locating the source of the Nile, circumnavigated Lake Victoria and travelled down the Congo
river, meeting many fascinating and wealthy kings.The Spectator stated that readers should
particularly enjoy A¢a -A“his glowing descriptions of the scenery and vegetation of some parts of
his route, and especially of the grand country round the Great Lake; his portrait of the kopi, of
Uganda, who is a remarkable study, and his account of the beautifully constructed dwellings and
implements of the people.A¢a —AsThrough the Dark Continent is essential reading for anyone
interested in nineteenth century Africa and the European explorers who travelled through it.Sir
Henry Morton Stanley was a Welsh-American nineteenth century explorer and writer. He famously
found David Livingstone in the heart of Africa and stated, A¢a -A“Dr. Livingstone, |

presume?A¢a -A- He was knighted in 1899 and died five years later. This book was published in
1878.
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Customer Reviews

Great book on African exploration in the Victorian era---if you like this book you will want to

read:A A The Autobiography of Sir Henry Morton StanleyA A andA A Scouting for Stanley in East
Africa (1890)A A as well asA A A White King in East Africa: The Remarkable Adventures of John
Boyes, Trader and Soldier of Fortune, Who Became King of the Savage Wa-Kikuyu (1912)

Although sometimes tedious in some of the details and names, this book rates five stars for the
incredible story it tells. With four white men, and over 200 African porters carrying goods for
presents and payments to tribal chiefs to allow their passage and to buy food, this was a huge
expedition. Gifts were not always sufficient, and many battles with various tribes ensued. This is
history and an exciting adventure. It gives a whole new understanding of Africa. | highly recommend

it.

Tedious to the point that | did not finish the book. | couldn’t understand many of the decisions made
to complete the adventure. | wanted more about the size, shape etc. of Lake Victoria. He missed the
opportunity to explain the very interesting differences in the cultures of the various African tribes,
cultures, etc.

One sided but for age forgivable

Excellent- fast !!!

Good read, interesting.

Reading in on a kindle it was very hard to follow the progress without maps. Got bogged down in the

native history.



| just couldn’t get into this book. Maybe I'll go back to it on a really boring day.
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